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HERITAGE '76 


A Statement of Principles and Purpose 


"The heritage of America embraces the whole country. It is the 
substance of our collective memory. The Bicentennial Era is rich 
in historic events to be commemorated and provides opportunity for 
direct citizen participation in examining the heritage and values 
of this nation. 


"The Bicentennial ts the anniversary of these first two 
hundred years of growth and development. Though thts 
natton ts now troubled by both anctent and modern problems 
of human soetety, the Commtsston first urges an examtnatton 
of our country: its heritage and values....We have faced 
countless problems and have conttnued to funetton and grow 
under our establishing Constttutton longer than any other 
contemporary natton. This heritage of acting, or change, 
and of willingness to change wtll carry Amertca forward 

to tts third century."* 


"Heritage '76" is one of three themes adopted by the ARBC for the 
200th anniversary of the American Revolution in 1976. The other 
two are concerned with developing a nationwide program to encourage 
widespread visitation and participation in the Bicentennial by 
citizens of the U.S. and other countries, and a forward-looking 
program to celebrate the nation's heritage by improving its 
democratic processes and conditions of life. 


The Heritage '76 Committee is the principal arm of the ARBC for 
evaluating and proposing Bicentennial programs in the Heritage area. 
It is responsible for recommending ARBC approval of Heritage programs 
to be included in the National Bicentennial Program, and for assisting 
State and local Bicentennial Commissions with the development of 

their Heritage programs. It is responsible for Heritage programs 
conducted by the Commission in conjunction with other nations, 
individuals and groups in other countries. 


The Committee is authorized to establish standing advisory panels to 


provide advice on a regular, continuing basis, as well as ad hoc 
advisory panels which are to function as needed. It has the authority 


*Commtsston Report to the Prestdent, 1970 
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to employ consultants for special assignments related to the 
development or evaluation of programs. 


Dimensions of the Program 


A primary emphasis of the Bicentennial Commission in the anni- 
versary program will be on improving the quality of American 
life. A goal and responsibility of Heritage '76 will be to 
reinterpret and reaffirm the values of the Revolution. 


Heritage '76 is concerned not only with the past but also with 

the present and the future. It is as interested in the continuity 
and contemporary validity of the ideas of the Revolution as it is 
in the origin and evolution of those ideas. It is as much con- 
cerned with the present state of our national inheritance as it 

is with the events which led up to the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution. 


Heritage '76 recognizes that the American Revolution is a permanent 
process of renewal, change and improvement in American life; that 
political institutions and forms of government, as well as all the 
agencies of social responsibility, must reflect the times, and 
adapt to changing needs; that in 1976, as in 1776, social, economic 
and political systems must serve the ultimate purposes of a demo- 
cratic nation to free men from tyranny and oppression, from injustice, 
from human deprivation and the denial of human rights, and from the 
degradation and destruction of the natural habitat and the social 
environment. The American Revolution is a continuing revolution, 
and the "pursuit of happiness" a continuing quest. 


Heritage Conceived as Cultural Uniqueness: 


The Heritage '76 program is conceived as that aspect of the 
Bicentennial program which will be directly concerned with the 
values, laws, institutions - beliefs and achievements, or cultural 
heritage, of the American people. 


Yet for purposes of commemorating the anniversary of the American 
Revolution, there is a fruitful way of defining the cultural 
aspects of the American heritage, one which will give both focus 
and meaning to the celebration of not only the birtn, but also the 
growth and development of our country. It will be viewed in the 
specific sense of cultural uniqueness - those characteristics of 
our nation which were considered distinctive and significant at 
the time of its founding, and are still regarded as being the 
essence of "the American way of life. 
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The Commission, in this vast and varied country, should seek to 
establish a heritage program which recognizes the many differences 
and perspectives involved in celebrating the anniversary of the 
Revolution. In the thirteen original states, for instance, the 
heritage program will be different than in other states. Similarly, 
the perspectives of minority groups may differ substantially from 
those of majority groups in the society. Heritage '76 will take 
these differences into account in the development of the national 
program. 


The American Revolution belongs to all Americans, and each must 
interpret it individually. Neither the Commission nor any other 
group can legitimately claim to be the only spokesman for the 
principles of the American Revolution and their relationship to 
contemporary society. 


There are, however. values and traditions which should be common 

to all Americans. These are the tradition of elective, represen- 
tative government; the tradition of law, of due process, of justice; 
the tradition of equal opportunity; the tradition of free speech 

and press, freedom of assembly, freedom from fear and want; the 
tradition of personal privacy; the tradition of respect for human 
life and the rights of others. They can be celebrated with all of 
the variety, spontaneity, and vitality of which Americans are 
capable, and in a manner and style which do credit to the occasion. 


We have not always been unswerving in building these traditions 
within the framework of our ideals; however, the Bicentennial 
Should serve as the occasion for examining how we can better 
attain the original goals and purposes of the American Revolution. 


Preserving the Past 


To stimulate the preservation of the remaining tangible evidence 

of our past - the districts, sites, buildings and objects signifi- 
cant in American history and culture - and to sharpen public aware- 
ness of the need for this will be one of the principal goals of 
Heritage '76. 


An increasing number of Americans are beginning to realize that the 
past need not necessarily be past, that the past has not only brought 
us where we are, but that it can continue to serve our contemporary 
needs and to enrich our environment. When they grasp what is implied 
in the statement that almost half of the 15,000 structures in the 
U.S. officially declared to be of historic or architectural signifi- 
cance have been destroyed during the past 30 years, they are ready 

to act to stop this wanton plunder. 
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Building on the work done by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, the National Park Service and many state and 

local organizations, Heritage '76 will make every effort to 

reach this vast reserve of preservation sentiment and offer 
Americans the means to organize their preservation efforts. 

There can be little doubt that they will respond postively to 

a realistically planned program geared to community requirements. 


Historic records of government, particularly in states and 
counties, are also yielding to the vicissitudes of time and 
neglect, and to abuse by those who lack a sense of history. 

Only in recent years have steps been taken to preserve and to 
utilize more effectively the remarkable collections of historic 
records on the revolutionary period which are available in the 
United States. There is, for example, a vast collection of 
official papers on the Continental Congress, but only smal] 
portions have ever been published, and the collection was not 
even microfilmed until a few years ago. Moreover, the papers 
have never been adequately indexed, and this limits the utility 
of the microfilms. By 1976, however, after a lapse of 200 years, 
the papers will finally become fully available when the National 
Archives, as a basic part of its Heritage '76 program, completes 
a comprehensive index to the collection. 


In addition, the Archives, through the National Historical Publi- 
cations Commission, is assisting with the preparation of definitive 
editions of the papers of Washington, Franklin, Jefferson, 

Madison, Hamilton, John Adams, and hopes to aid in the publication 
of papers of other leading figures of the period of the Revolution. 
These projects will fill a long-standing need in the study of the 
founding of the United States. 


The Library of Congress, which has in its collections the most 
extensive collection of private historical source materials in 

the country, is preparing, as a Bicentennial project, guides to 
the manuscripts, maps, broadsides, prints, music, and the like 
relating to the American Revolution (1765-89) that are in its 
custody. It is also collecting copies of tne Letters of Delegates 
to the Continental Congress and the Congress of the Confederation 
for editing and publication in some 20-25 volumes. 


Simply stated, Heritage '76 will be concerned with what Americans 
can see, touch and feel of their historic past, with the houses, 
churches, bridges, parks, documents and decorative objects that 
form the heritage of their manmade environment. 
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Conserving the Future 


Our national heritage consists of our democratic philosophy, our 
political and other social institutions and traditions, our 
historic places, records and artifacts - in short, our culture. 
But there is another dimension, which is an essential aspect of 
a program commemorating the American Revolution. This is our 
natural heritage - the natural wonders of which we once could 
Sing - "America the Beautiful....from Sea to Shining Sea." Two 
hundred years ago it was unspoiled wilderness, one of the most 
magnificent and abundant lands in all of nature. Today, while 
still beautiful and abundant in part, it is suffering from the 
unthinking devastations of man. 


At a time when all Americans are becoming conscious of the 
relationships between man and nature, between the human social 
world and the other living and nonliving systems in our ecosystem, 
it is appropriate, therefore, to define "heritage" as including 
our natural heritage. 


Just as political systems must remain vital and valid if they are 
to survive, so natural systems must continue to support the 
environment required for social existence. If our natural heritage 
is to continue to sustain our society, and if our descendants are 
to inherit a healthy, natural and physical world, we must carry 

out our responsibilities to strengthen, protect and preserve that 
natural inheritance. We must defend our environment against 
further abuses, as well as to correct the misuses which are 

evident in every part of the country. 


Broadening Democratic Beliefs and Institutions 


The nation's 200th anniversary comes at a time when many of its 
citizens question the efficacy of its policies, and even the 
validity of its institutions. Therefore, it is fortuitous that 
the Bicentennial should coincide with the re-examination of the 
values and premises of the democratic process. The Heritage '76 
Committee will seek ways of encouraging discussion of the values 
and principles of American democracy, the possibilities for 
improving the democratic process, our laws and institutions, and 
the uses made of our resources. If it is to have meaning for the 
multitude of Americans who are searching for goals and purpose in 
their lives and in tne national life of their country, the 
Bicentennial will serve as a time of reconsideration and reaffirm- 
ation; of reconstruction, rather tnan the mere celebration of 
historical events; and above all, of renewal and rededication to 
making this a country worthy of the aspirations of its founders 
and responsive to the needs of all of its citizens. 
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HERITAGE '76 Committee Advisory Panels 


HISTORIC CONSERVATION PANEL 


American Association of Museums 

American Institute of Architects 

American Institute of Interior Designers 
American Institute of Landscape Architects 
American Institute of Planners 

American Society of Civil Engineers 

The Garden Club of America 

National Trust for Historic Preservation 
Society for American Archaeology 

Society of Architectural Historians 


COMMEMORATION AND CONVOCATIONS PANEL 


PUBLICATIONS 


American Academy of Arts and Sciences 

American Antiquarian Society 

American Association for State and Local History 
American Historical Association 

American Philosophical Society 

American Political Science Association 

Daughters of the American Revolution 

Phi Beta Kappa 

Sons of the American Revolution 

United States Capitol Historical Society 


AND RESEARCH PANEL 


American Association for State and Local History 
American Historical Association 

American Political Science Association 

Association for the Study of Negro Life and History 
Institute of Early American History and Culture 
National Historical Publications Commission 
Organization of American Historians 

Society of American Archivists 





